Mouth cancer cases in the UK have rocketed by 39% in the last decade, and by 92% since the 1970s. Lead author, and British Association of Oral and Maxillofacial Surgeons (BAOMS) Fellow in training, David Grimes, argues that the NICE guidance (NG12) may result in delayed cancer diagnosis.
Co-author Jaymit Patel said: 'When we saw the most recent guidelines we were concerned about the recommendation for GPs to refer some patients* directly to dentists when no agreed pathway exists. We considered that this could lead to a delay in the review of the patient's case by an appropriately trained professional, so we decided to audit our caseload to see what the effect might be. '
David Grimes already had concerns about delays from an earlier audit he carried out where he found that half of the mouth cancer cases were diagnosed at an advanced stage. His fears were further reinforced by the report of 25% of oral cancers diagnosed at an advanced stage in the DAHNO Tenth Annual Report National Head and Neck Cancer Audit published in 2015.
Mike Bater, BAOMS Deputy oncology sub specialty interest group (SSIG) lead, said that BAOMS had raised concerns with NICE regarding the changes in the referral pathway for patients with suspected oral cancer some months ago.
The analysis of findings was published just as the Oral Health Foundation embarked on the month-long mouth cancer awareness campaign throughout November 2016. Oral Health Foundation CEO Dr Nigel Carter is urging everybody to be more Mouthaware whether they are clinicians or patients and said: 'Early diagnosis transforms a person's chances of beating the disease from 50% to 90%' . 
South Mercia
South Mercia Branch AGM will be held on 25 January 2017 at the Holiday Inn, Peartree Island, Oxford. The AGM will be held prior to the Oxford section educational meeting. All members are welcome to stay for the buffet and educational meeting, but need to book onto this part of the event via Eventbrite. For further information, to confirm attendance or submit your apologies please contact Alison Lockyer at dr.arlockyer@gmail.com.
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